
Missoula Horsemen’s Council March 2010 meeting highlights ~ held at 7pm on March 2 at Rosauer’s.  

The following board members were present:  DeeDee Gianchetta, Barbi Howell, Marjorie Harper, Christine Foster, Mike Hartkorn, Ginny Schuler, Laura Bakker, Drue Kerns and Anita Scott.  Connie Long was absent.

Park members present were Marge Clark, Jamison Starbuck and Lindi Vishoot.

The minutes were read and corrected.  The treasurer reported on income and expenses and reported the checking account balance.  Former President Marj Harper spoke about a CD that the Council possesses, and she clarified that this is leftover funds from the stall fundraiser and may only be used to build more stalls.

The treasurer and president were each given signatory power for the checking account, but there will be only one checkbook.  

The membership chair and the Vice President will each have a mailbox key.

A vote was held to fill the position of Treasurer between Anita Scott and Jamison Starbuck.  The paper ballot resulted in a tie, which was broken by the president in the favor of Anita Scott.

The treasurer will continue to be secretary for 60 days until the secretary position can be filled.  Until then, she will perform the duties of both offices.

Drue Kerns envisions building more jumps on the cross country course in order to be able to hold a USEA recognized event.  Money would be saved from the mini-events for this purpose.

The Policies and Procedures Manual is in draft form, and Laura Bakker reported that it is in progress.

Marj Harper resigned from the Membership Chair position and from the board.  Ginny Schuler volunteered to take over the duties of the Membership Chair.

It was decided by acclamation that President Barbi Howell would hold a mandatory meeting with the Russell Riders, their advisor, and at least one parent or guardian for each child.  This meeting is for the purpose of going over the park rules and in order for the council to obtain a roster.  No one will be allowed to ride without being on the roster; riders must wear helmets and  no abuse of horses will be tolerated.

A County Parks Board meeting will be held on March 11, at 1:30PM in Room 201 of the County Courthouse.  Bill Dahlgren will recommend that the board pass the Western Events Arena.

The county dog ordinance will be posted on all the park gates.  This is because a complaint about loose dogs has been received by the park.

Laura Bakker volunteered to do the newsletter and to put the first one out by April 1st.

Drue Kerns, Laura Bakker and Christine Foster volunteered to staff  a booth at the Community Medical Center’s Safety Fair to be held on April 25th, starting at noon.

Lindi Vishoot solicited input for the website.  She reported that Sue Mathewson has received approval for the weed grant:  $6800.  People have been riding on the cross country course and parking where they should not and in both cases damaging the muddy ground.  She is ready to have the toilet delivered, and will change the main gate lock combination on April 1.

Anita Scott and Lindi Vishoot will begin to remove sand in the new dressage arena to get the level to two inches.

Laura Bakker raised the question of protocol in requesting a job to be done by the Groundskeeper.

Should the request be made directly to the Groundskeeper, or should it go through the board?  The answer is that the request should be made to the Groundskeeper, who will refer it to the board if she feels the job might not be in the best interest of the park membership.


