Missoula Horsemen’s Council Minutes, July 3, 2007

The meeting was called to order by President Marge Clark at 7 p.m. at Rosauer’s Restaurant. Present, in addition to Marge Clark,  were  Sharon Barrett, Mike Hartkorn, Sue Mathewson, Lana Hamilton, Barb Rolf, Katie Rolf, Earl Tidball, Drue Kerns, Sara Smith, Kiersten Fussell.

Minutes from the June meeting were read and approved.

Attendees signed a sympathy card for Glen Still-Smoking, the park’s maintenance person, whose granddaughter is ill.

Lana Hamilton, treasurer, reported that as of July 3, the park had $10,491.15 in its checking account and $3,335.77 in savings.

Discussion about the upcoming Treasure State Horse Show (July 7-9) included concern for how well RV hook-ups were functioning. Also, since Glen Still-Smoking would be out of town that weekend, Mike Hartkorn agreed to handle setting up irrigation pipes for watering the main arena.

Discussion about the upcoming Flying Colors Mini-Event (July 14) included a request from Drue Kerns that the Russell Riders, who use the main arena for practice on Thursdays, revise their schedule or move their practice to the White Arena (4-H arena) so that stadium jumps for the mini-event could be set up on  Thursday evening, when the temperature might be cooler than on Friday morning.  Marge Clark said she would call Peggy Goodsell, Russell Riders coordinator, to see if that change could be made.
Several people also discussed the problem of Russell Riders misusing equipment and jumps. One person noted that some of the Russell Riders had been seen jumping some cross country jumps without helmets and in western saddles.  Concern about some of the Russell Riders leaving litter in the park also was expressed.

Drue Kerns reported that Kathryn Maslanka, who helped with the April mini-event, had not received a check for $150 that had been promised her for her work.  Marge Clark said that a check would be sent to her.

Members also agreed to pay Don John Linton $75 for being the announcer for the mini-event, a fee he would also be paid for the Treasure State Horse Show.

Thanks was expressed for the paint that was donated by Benjamin Moore of Mission Paint and Glass for painting the White Arena  (also known as the 4-H Arena) and to Special Olympics for new posts for that arena.

Drue Kerns reported that one of the rails for the “old” dressage arena is broken and needs to be replaced before the mini-event.

Marge Clark reported that the park’s mowers have done a good job, as has Rocky Mountain Wildlife Control for helping to curtail the gopher problem. 
Drue Kerns said that cross country jumps need to be oiled and that she would like to have them done by August – before the 3rd mini-event in October. She said she would ask her equestrian students to help in that project.

Sue Mathewson said that Nick Holden of Mountain  Valley Plants had completed one round of weed spraying for $1,904 and that he will return in the fall to spray again on areas that need it.

Council members agreed to get an appraisal for the worth of the “old” tractor and to advertise it for sale.  Sue Mathewson said she would call Rusty Nuts for appraisal and advice on selling the tractor.

Marge Clark said Glen Still-Smoking had requested a commercial size weed whacker, a crowbar, a “good-sized” hammer and either new shovels or shovel handles to replace those that are broken.
Sara Smith, representing Blue Mountain Women’s Clinic, was given permission for that organization to use the perimeter trail of the park for the Clinic’s annual fund-raiser walk/run. Organizers want to avoid having participants cross South Avenue because of the hazards of traffic. This year the walk/run will be headquartered at Big Sky High School. The event includes a 5K, 10K and ½ marathon course.  Usually around 600 people participate. She said the Horsemen’s Council could have a booth at the event to advertise the park and its uses and benefits.  Permission was granted with the stipulation that the Clinic meet the park’s and county’s insurance requirements.
Sue Mathewson said she would meet with Sign-Pro to have permanent signs made of  shortened versions of the park’s rules for both equestrian users and pedestrian users.  The signs will be posted at various places around the park.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Barrett, secretary 
