June 2008 Horsemen’s Council minutes
The meeting began at 7 p.m. at Rosauer’s Restaurant. Present were Lindi Vishoot, Marge Clark, Sharon Barrett, Laura Bakker, Marjorie Harper, Drue Kerns, Dick  Clemow, and Christine Foster.

May minutes were read and approved, with a notation that Lindi’s name should be spelled with an “i” not a “y” and that it has been misspelled in all previous minutes.

The treasurer’s report was provided by Marge Clark for Lana Hamilton, treasurer, who was not able to attend the meeting.  Net income for May was $2,397.93, and the balance in checking and savings accounts totaled $29,880.82. June payment for the tractor that was purchased last year will be $3,515.44.

Lindi Vishoot said she would take pictures of the newly refurbished 4-H Arena, the new judge’s stand for the old dressage arena, new signs posted around the park, and a new speaker system and send them to Dick Barrett, the park’s web master, for posting on the web site’s “What’s New at the Park.”  Sharon Barrett said she would write copy for the pictures.   Members noted that 4-H volunteers did a great job redoing the arena, including hauling away old lumber and materials no longer needed.  Marge Clark said she would get a list of the volunteers who worked on the project and send thank-you notes to them.
Lindi also reported that she had replaced the footing in the water jump. She also said she would keep the cross country course mowed as well as the edges of the perimeter trail.
Laura  Bakker, who arranged for the speaker system, said it included 4 new and large speakers to be placed in areas of the park that would allow announcers to be heard on the cross country course and at the stalls. She said some parts of the old system were still usable and other parts were obsolete. Electronic Sound and Percussion provided the updates to the system and the cost was $1,830.

Marj  Harper said she had talked to people at Mountain Supply about a new irrigation system for the park and that they would bring to the park a system and demonstrate its use, without charge, before the park decided what system to buy. Lindi, Laura, Marj and Marge, as well as Mike Hartkorn – all people who need to use the system for shows -- should be present for the demonstration.

Marj also was concerned about footing in the new dressage arena, which is still too deep, and asked if it would be ready for the June 14-15 dressage schooling show and clinic.

Lindi said she would make it a priority before the show to see that more sand was removed from the arena. 

Marj also asked whether Don John Linton, who built the judge’s stand for the old dressage arena,  would have it stained before the June 14-15 show, and whether Don John might be able to make new stands for dressage letters – wide enough to hold potted flowers for shows. She said Missoula Dressage and CTA would buy the letter stands and then store them at the park. 

Council members approved Dick Clemow’s request to bring his team of Belgian horses to the park for exercise with a “stone boat,” a heavy sled used to keep the horses in shape during summer months for logging work and if he could store the sled at the park during the summer rather than having to haul it back and forth between the park and his house in Pattee Canyon. Council members cautioned, however, that he be careful not to use the cross country course or the perimeter trail for fear that the heavy equipment would damage the ground.

Laura, who is looking into getting a speed events arena designed and built, said she had met with a woman in Stevensville who has built such arenas and would consult with the park on building the arena.  Laura said the arena needs to be at least 150’ by 200’ to accommodate a standard barrel racing pattern. The arena also needs to be outfitted for electricity.
Council members discussed the fact that the helmet rule for all riders under age 18 (and for all jumpers regardless of age) is still being ignored by some riders. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Barrett, secretary

