May 2008 Horsemen’s Council minutes (May 6)
The council met at 7 p.m. at Rosauer’s Restauran. Present were Sharon Barrett, Lindy Vishoot, Laura Bakker,  Marge Clark, Marjorie Harper, Christine Foster, Mary Baughn.  Drue Kerns, who was delayed by having to deal with an injured horse, and Mike Hartkorn, who had attended a county park’s Stewardship Council meeting, arrived at 8:30. 

Minutes from the April meeting were read and approved.

Council members discussed changes to the park calendar, and Laura Bakker volunteered to furnish a revised copy to park webmaster, Dick Barrett.

It was agreed that a thank-you card be sent to Don Barth who brought a dump truck to the park to move sand from the new dressage arena to the 4-H arena. It also was agreed that there is still too much sand in the dressage arena and on the outside warm-up area. Lindy said she could get together a crew to move the sand. 

Lindy also reported that new signs citing park rules have been posted. She also will look into getting and posting signs prohibiting parking on groomed areas around the main arena. She said, also, that she had purchased basic tools approved by the council in April. Council members authorized her to purchase new hoses and repairs for the park’s watering system. 

Lindy further reported that Rocky Mountain Wildlife Control has been dealing with the gopher population and has agreed to keep coming till the gophers are less threatening to the safety of horses and riders. She said also that new hardware has been installed on stalls although several stalls still lack locks.

Marge Clark gave the treasurer’s report on behalf of Lana Hamilton, treasurer, who could not attend the meeting.  As of May 6, 2008, the combined checking and savings total is $28,369.46.

Marge reported that “someone” had burned barrel garbage containers on the front lawn of the main arena and had left the mess, including burned spots in the lawn. It was suggested that perhaps Special Olympics might have set up the barrels for heat because of the inclement weather during their April event. Marge said she would inquire and request that the barrels be removed and the sod replaced.

Sharon Barrett reported that the April 19 mini-event was a success – good turnout –despite foul weather that moved in during the afternoon. She said that  Dick Barrett, the park’s webmaster, had set up a concession, using his camp stove and the back of his pickup truck, to serve hot chocolate and coffee, with donations for the drinks going to the park. She also reported that Sweet Pea had not furnished enough toilet paper for the event and that she had brought rolls on her own to supplement. 

Marge and Lindy said they would look into there being more toilet paper for shows and clinics.

Laura Bakker said she had not yet looked into costs of a new PA system, but would do so soon. She also said she would look into costs and sites for a speed events arena, which the council agreed was an addition the park needs to accommodate barrel racers and gymkhana riders. 

Marjorie Harper and Lindy agreed to continue looking into costs and bids for improving the park’s sprinkling system.

Marge Clark and Laura Bakker said they would compose a letter to be sent to organizations that are not complying with the park’s rule that, with certain exceptions, riders under 18 wear helmets. (Helmets are always required of any rider jumping.)

A second letter would be sent if the rule continued to be ignored, followed by a suspension of use of the park.

Several council members noted that the five of six remaining poplar trees that Mary Baughn planted three years ago with donations from Missoula Garden Club’s Pennies for Pines project, are being endangered by deer and need to be protected. 
Mike Hartkorn reported that the Stewardship Committee had approved an extension of the roof of the main tool shed, as approved in previous horsemen’s council meetings. He said also that the Committee has money that could be spent on the park if the council puts forward a plan that would be of general interest to the community, such as the perimeter trail is.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Barrett, secretary

