Horsemen’s Council Minutes April 1, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. at Rosauer’s Restaurant. Present were Drue Kerns, Sharon Barrett, Lisa Root, Mike Hartkorn, Susan Mathewson, Cindy Arnott, Marjorie Harper, John Xanthopoulos.

Drue, as vice president, presided over the meeting in the absence of President Marge Clark.  Minutes from the March meeting were approved with one correction.

John, who is head coach of the IHSA (Intercollegiate Horse Show Association) Equestrian Team at University of Montana Western, met with the council to discuss needs and procedures for two PHA (Professional Horseman’s Association) shows scheduled for the park. The first will be June 6,7,8. The second will be July 18,19,20.
Drue noted that her brother, Don John Linton, would rent out jumps  -- ones he’s made – for the shows because many of the park’s jumps need repairing or replacement.

John said that the shows might also use the park’s jumps. 

The treasurer’s report was detailed in the agenda as Treasurer Lana Hamilton was not able to attend the meeting.  The balance in Montana Credit Union is $22,646.33, and in Sterling Savings $3,370.89.  A payment on the park’s new tractor, due June 15, will be $3,515.44.
Marj Harper proposed looking into buying a Rainbird Sprinkle system for the main arenas and groomed grounds. She said she would contact Mike Ruby of Mountain Supply about costs and what might be available. Mike Hartkorn said the system would have to run off the irrigation ditch because the well at the park wouldn’t support it.

Cindy reported that the County 4-H Horse Committee had agreed to furnish labor for refurbishing the 4-H arena. She estimated that the cost of materials, which the committee has asked the park to furnish, would be about $2,400 for treated wood and $400 for nails and other incidental items. 

Marj Harper moved that the park spend $2,800 for the materials, Sharon Barrett seconded. The motion was approved with the caveat that Lana be contacted first to see if the treasury could support that amount.

Sue Mathewson brought to the meeting the new signs citing park rules that are to be posted on entrances to the park.  They are professionally attractive and council members expressed hope they would not be vandalized.

Drue reported seeing a rider at the park, alone, with no helmet, trying to get her horse to jump off the mound on the Training Level part of the cross country course. In addition to concern for the rider’s safety, she said the ground was too soft and that the horse had damaged the footing around the mound jump. She said the jump needed to be protected until the first mini-event, April 19.

Council members discussed whether Drue should have said something to the rider and agreed that yes, she should have been at least informed of the park’s rules that riders must wear helmets when jumping.
Drue reported that Lindy Vishoot, the park’s maintenance person, had requested $155 to buy  tools --- basic items such as post hole digger, hammer, shovel, bar, pliers, wrenches.

The request was approved.

Cindy said that her husband, Brian, would move the unwanted sand from the dressage arena to the 4-H arena, where it is needed.

Drue reported that Rocky Mountain Wildlife Control had been contacted and would be working at the park, as soon as the ground is ready, to control gophers.
The council approved a request from Johanna Zirbel that in exchange for working at the park to help set up for the mini-event that her entry fees for the mini-event be waived. 
Sharon  Barrett volunteered to get PSA information to Paula Martin about the mini-event.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Barrett, Secretary

