Missoula Horsemen’s Council Minutes, April 3, 2007
The meeting began at 7 p.m. at Rosauers restaurant. Present were Marge Clark, Sharon Barrett, Maggie Heide, Christine Foster, Rachel Loehman, Chris Bohenek, Judy Rose, Elizabeth Evangel, Mike Hartkorn, Drue Kerns, Sue Mathewson, Dave Fish

Minutes from March meeting were read and approved.

Elizabeth Evangel reported that membership applications for the park have been comparable to previous years but that she thinks the people the Council is reaching are only a fraction of the horse community. She suggested that booths be set up at horse shows and clinics to promote membership and information about the park. She said she’d look into doing so.

Rachel Loehman, who is a research ecologist at the University of Montana and a neighbor and supporter of the park, presented her ideas for restoration of native plant species and wildlife in the park. She said she would need to know what people want in the way of restoration, other than, as several council members noted, no weeds, no plants toxic to horses. Rachel said that over time a diversity of plant life would lead to a diversity of insects which in turn would lead to a diversity of wild life, all of which could help to control the gopher population at the park. She discussed the possibility of getting local horticulture groups, such as the Native Plant Society, and/or schools, such as Target Range and Big Sky, involved in such projects.  She said a first step would be to do a biological inventory of the park, and that students might be good volunteers for such a project.  Sue Mathewson, who has lengthy experience with park management, agreed to work with Rachel in getting started on restoration projects.
In other business:

· Chris Bohenek described the “core balance horsemanship” clinic he plans to give at the park April 27,28,29.

· Mike Hartkorn said he would look into getting the pile of metal and wire along the perimeter trail (the pile appears to be on park property but, in fact, is part of the baseball fields property) cleaned up. The junk is an eyesore and also, because it appears to be on park property, reflects badly on the maintenance of the park. Mike also said he would see about repairing a damaged entrance gate at the south east corner of the park.
· Dave Fish said he would remove up to 30 yards of sand from the main arena  (perhaps to be moved to the 4-H arena) in order to make the main arena footing more suitable for the show season.

· Mike Hartkorn passed on a request from Back Country Horseman to locate a storage shed on park property. Marge Clark said the request should first be reviewed by the county’s stewardship committee.

· Members discussed conducting spot checks at the park to ensure that riders were members of the park.

A lengthy discussion over concern for riders not wearing helmets, particularly under-age riders in the Russell Riders group, resulted in the Council passing the following rule:

Riders under 18 years of age are required to wear ASTM approved helmets except when allowed to do otherwise at recognized , insured shows and clinics.  Passed by horsemen’s council April 3, 2007, to go into effect, January 2008. 

Current rules require helmets for anyone using the cross country course. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Barrett, Secretary 
