Horsemen’s Council Meeting, March 4, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. in Rosauer’s Restaurant.  Present were: Mike Hartkorn, Mary Baughn, Paula Martin, Christine Foster, Lindy Vishoot, Cindy Arnott, Marge Clark, Sharon Barrett, Elizabeth Evangel, Laura Bakker.

Paula represents Russell Riders, and Cindy is with Bear Creek Buckaroos and county’s  4-H committee.

Lindy reported that she had inspected what needs to be done in repairing rails around the large arena and said she’d get the rails to do the job.

Marge reported that the park, even after it meets its obligations of payments on the  $10,000 owed for the park’s new tractor, and other annual expenses, has money to deal with the “wish list” council members drew up at a previous meeting. 

Toward that end, Laura Bakker agreed to call Scot Meader, a manager of the county’s fairgrounds, to consult about types and costs of a new PA system for the park.  Elizabeth said she’d also ask a person she knows who handles PA systems for judicial courts.

Laura also agreed to look into estimates for building an extension of the current storage shed – one that could provide jump storage that’s handier than the current practice of storing jumps in stalls.

Marge and Elizabeth said they would follow up on Sue Mathewson’s report from Feb. meeting that more than 100 people have not renewed membership  since 2005; they would try to contact these people individually.
Paula reported that Russell Riders will meet the park’s new rule requiring helmets for all riders under age 18. She said that St. Patrick Hospital’s Trauma Services will fit all the Russell Riders with helmets.

Marge said the combination on the lock on the park will change April 1st, as always.

Marge provided the council with a list of items at the park that need to be sold, given away, or taken to the dump.  Several items will be donated to Vo-tech or Big Sky for small-engine classes.  Cindy  said her husband, Brian, would provide Marge and Lindy with an assessment of the worth of some of the items and whether they were salvageable.
Correctional services will provide workers to pick up rocks around the stalls and near some of the cross country jumps.  It was suggested that the rocks be used to build a stone hedge for the cross country course.

Laura Bakker offered her flatbed truck to haul “garbage wood,” to the dump.  Mary Baughn said she would also try to provide a community service person to help.

Council voted to keep the Sweet Pea toilet in its current location, between the stalls and the large arena.

Cindy said the county’s 4-H committee would furnish labor if the park would furnish materials to provide a low rung of rails for the 4-H arena – rails to prevent Shetland ponies and miniature horses from going under the arena rails. 
She also asked about putting salt around the outside of the arena to keep weeds from growing.

Lindy also reported that gates on the large arena had been repaired and now close without difficulty.

Paula said she would be glad to see that Public Service Announcements get distributed to local media. She asked that PSA copy be sent to her at pmartin@simmonsmedia.com
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Barrett, secretary

