Horsemen’s Council  Meeting, Jan. 8, 2008

The meeting began at 7 p.m. at Rosauer’s restaurant. Present were Marge Clark, Drue Kerns, Sharon Barrett, Marj Harper and Mike Hartkorn. 

Minutes from Nov. 27th meeting were read and approved. 

President Marge Clark submitted for editing and comments a draft of the annual newsletter that she’s written and that will be mailed with membership letters in February.

In response to Marge’s asking what people would like to see done at the park this year,  Drue said her “wish list” included a new public address system. The current one is not powerful enough to be heard on the cross country course or much beyond the main arena. She also asked that the footing in the new dressage arena be improved, and that footing between the start box and the first three jumps on the cross country course be leveled out.  Marge said she would ask Laura Bakker, who attends to “soil enhancement” at the park, to help smooth out the cross country footing. Drue said she thought the uneven footing was the result of someone riding the course when it was wet and muddy. 

Another gazebo, smaller and more transportable than the one already at the park, would  be useful for dressage shows. Drue agreed to ask Don John Linton, who has built some of the jumps at the park, for estimates of what it would cost him to build one. 
Council members also approved Drue hiring, at $10 an hour, several people to replace damaged rails on the fence around the main arena.  Marge said it’s unclear at this point who will be the maintenance worker at the park this year, but planned to contact Glen Still Smoking to see if he would be available again.

Marj Harper reported that the Missoula Dressage and CTA is still unsure about dates for its annual regional dressage show, which tentatively is now set for Labor Day weekend, but the club would like to change the date to earlier in August, if a judge can be found for that time.  

Dates for this season’s minii-events also were discussed, but April 19 was the only date finalized.  Depending on events scheduled elsewhere, Sept. 27, may also work for one of the three mini-events usually run by the park.

In other business, council members agreed to keep membership dues the same as last year’s. Stall fees, however, were raised from $15 a night to $20. Use of the large arena fee will be $150 for a show and $100 for use of jumps.  Clinics run by non-youth groups or by any group that sponsors a clinic open to non-youths will be charged $50 for reserved use of the arena.
Marge reported that Elizabeth Evangel was not certain she could handle memberships this year, so Marge was going to see if she could find someone else.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Barrett, secretary

