MINUTES OF HORSEMEN’S COUNCIL MEETING, TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2007

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. at Rosauers restaurant.

Present were: Marge Clark, Carolyn Gibbons, Sue Mathewson, Marge Harper, Drue Linton and Sharon Barrett.

Marge Clark gave the treasurer’s report, which included “net ordinary income” for Jan. 1, 2006 through Jan. 9, 2007, at $1,536.61. Profits for the park in 2006 were enough to pay out $5,000, the final installment on the $20,000 cost of sand to rebuild arenas, incurred in 2004.

She also reported that the Council’s checking account had been moved from First Security Bank to Montana First Credit union to take advantage of interest on the account and no charge on checks.
Members discussed the need, for accounting and tax purposes, to continue documentation of in-kind services that merit park membership – such as people who sold enough gun raffle tickets (the raffle conducted in December 2006) to earn memberships.

In a telephone call from the meeting, Michele Newman McGuigan, in charge of finances for the Western Montana Open Horse Shows, said that the approximately $1,400 owed to the park for three of the shows would be mailed to the Council by the next week.
Marge Harper reported that Tim Kelly, from Huson, won the gun raffle, and that profit from the raffle was approximately $600.
Officers elected for the coming year are: Marge Clark, president, and Drue Kerns, vice president.  Marge Clark said that Lana Hamilton had agreed to continue as treasurer, Sharon Barrett would serve as secretary, and Beth Brennan would help with the newsletter. Dick Barrett would continue to help with the website. 
Marge Harper introduced the idea of a 5-day clinic with Alice Trindle and TNT Horsemanship, but no action was taken.

Sue Mathewson reported that the park would need to pay approximately $3,600 to spray for weeds on the cross country course and areas other than lawns around the main arena. She said she would submit a grant application requesting that the county park board and county weed control board each reimburse the council for 1/3 of the cost. 
She asked also that volunteers be asked to help reseed areas of the park.

Marge Clark and Sharon Barrett reported that they had been working on revising forms, such as membership, fees, rules, etc. ,that appear on the website. Sue Mathewson offered a revision of the guest pass form. Sharon Barrett volunteered to streamline the rules form so that it could be posted in at least 4 places in the park. 
Marge Harper said she was still waiting to hear from owners of TenSpoon winery about possibility of having a wine-tasting fundraiser for the park.

Drue Linton reported on calendar of horse shows and events around the region that are already scheduled. With those dates in mind, tentative dates set for Flying Color mini-events at the park are: April 21, July 14, Aug. 18, Oct. 6.  Members discussed possible dates for and leadership of another MHJA benefit show, which, when last held, was a god money maker for the park.
Drue also reported her and Carolyn Quinn’s interest in running a 5-day camp for kids, possibly beginning July 15th or 16th, at end of a mini-event.

Members agreed to make a concerted effort to get more horse clubs and organizations involved in the park. To that end, updated information on the clubs would be gathered, and letters sent to all of them, urging members to join the park and clubs to participate in activities.

It was decided that meetings would return to traditional schedule of first Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.


The meeting was adjourned at 10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Sharon Barrett, secretary.
